Carbenicillin plus cefamandole in the treatment of infections in patients with cancer.
The combination of carbenicillin plus cefamandole was administered to 88 patients with cancer during 116 evaluable episodes of fever. The overall response rate to carbenicillin plus cefamandole for the 116 episodes was 57%. There were 60 documented infections, of which 60% responded to this combination of antibiotics. The response rate was only 43% in patients with pneumonia. The etiologic agent was identified during 38 infections, of which 74% responded to carbenicillin plus cefamandole. Responses occurred less frequently in patients with neutropenia than in those without neutropenia and less frequently in patients whose infection was caused by organisms resistant to both antibiotics than in those with infection caused by organisms sensitive to one or both of the drugs. No side effects could be attributed to the antibiotic regimen.